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April 7, 2010

WHEREAS, the City Council believes that public office should not be used for personal
gain and that elected and appointed city officials should conduct themselves and
operate with integrity and in a manner that merits the trust and support of the public;

WHEREAS, the City Council has adopted a Code of Ethics, Chapter 12A, Dallas City
Code, as amended, that provides general rules for the solicitation and acceptance of
gifts by city officials and employees;

WHEREAS, pursuant to state law, public servants may solicit and accept certain
benefits, such as gifts, tickets, meals, travel, entertainment and honoraria, under limited
circumstances and conditions; provided the benefit is not being offered, solicited, or
accepted as consideration for the public servant’s decision, opinion, recommendation,
vote, or other exercise of discretion as a public servant;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution Nos. 08-1723 and 08-2506, the City Council has
adopted policy guidelines regarding the solicitation and receipt of gifts, tickets, travel,
lodging, entertainment and honoraria by City Councilmembers and members of city
boards and commissions to provide practical guidance clarifying the circumstances
under which the acceptance of certain benefits by city officials is permissible in the
performance of their city duties;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 09-2836, the City Council revised the policy
guidelines regarding the solicitation and receipt of gifts, tickets, travel, lodging,
entertainment and honoraria by City Councilmembers and members of city boards and
commissions to add a reporting requirement for disclosure of gifts, tickets, travel,
lodging, entertainment and honoraria received from lobbyists or persons who are
interested in a city contract or are likely to become interested in a city contracts and
other matters involving the exercise of the city official’s discretion; and

WHEREAS, it is now necessary to provide clarification and guidelines regarding what
should be included and excluded from the annual gift disclosure reports; Now,
Therefore,

Be It Resolved By The City Council Of The City Of Dallas:

Section 1. That the policy guidelines regarding City Reporting Requirements (for gifts,
tickets, meals, travel, lodging, entertainment, or honorarium) contained in the Gift Policy
for City Councilmembers and the Gift Policy for Board and Commission Members, are
hereby revised, as noted on the attached Exhibits A and B, to:

• add a “knowingly or with knowledge” requirement
• exclude ceremonial functions and functions where councilmembers and board

and commission members (and their family members) attend in their official
capacities in accordance with city’s gift policies from reporting requirements

• exclude tickets to fundraisers or charity events that benefit city facilities and
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programs given to councilmembers and board and commission members (and
their family members) in accordance with the city’s gift policies from reporting
requirements

• exclude travel, meals, entertainment, and lodging reporting, if travel, meals,
entertainment, and lodging have been reported in accordance with city’s travel
reporting requirement under Section 12A-21

• exclude annual memberships to city-owned facilities given councilmembers or
board or commission members in accordance with city’s gift policies from
reporting requirements

• exclude tickets given to councilmembers or board and commission members
(and their family members) in accordance with city’s gift policies from reporting
requirements

• exclude ceremonial and protocol gifts received on behalf of the city, if the gifts
have been delivered to the city manager and inventoried as city property within
30 days of receipt

• exclude honorarium reported in accordance with state law on a councilmember’s
personal financial statement

• clarify that the gift reporting requirement applies to persons who are interested in
or likely to become interested in zoning matters that involve the exercise of a
councilmember’s or board or commission member’s discretion.

Section 2. That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage
in accordance with the Charter of the City of the Dallas, and it is accordingly so
resolved.
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EXHIBIT A

GIFT POLICY FOR CITY COUNCILMEMBERS

CITY REPORTING REQUIREMENTS (for gifts, tickets, meal, travel, lodging,
entertainment, or honorarium)

The reporting requirements of this section are in addition to any applicable
reporting requirements for city councilmembers pursuant to Title 15 of the Texas
Election Code, Chapter 145 of the Local Government Code, Chapter 176 of the
Local Government Code, and Chapter 12A of the Dallas City Code.

City councilmembers shall file a sworn annual gjdisclosure statement
with the City Secretary itemizing each gift, ticket, meal, travel, lodging,
entertainment, or honorarium having a value of $50 or more, or
accumulation of gifts, tickets, meals, travel, lodging, entertainment, or
honoraria from a single source having an aggregate value of $100 or
more, received by the councilmember or his or her immediate family
during the preceding calendar year from a person, other than a relative
within the second degree of consanguinity or affinity, who the
councilmember knows is interested in or is likely to become interested
in any contract, purchase, payment, claim, zoning matter, or pecuniary
transaction with the city that involves the exercise of the
councilmember’s discretion, or who is a registered lobbyist pursuant to
Article Ill-A, Chapter 12A of the Dallas City Code.

City Councilmembers do not have to report the following in the annual
gift disclosure statement:
• Ceremonial functions and other functions that councilmembers and

their family members attend in their official capacities in accordance
with this gift policy

• Tickets to fundraisers or charity events that benefit city facilities and
programs given to councilmembers and their family members in
accordance with this gift policy

• Travel, meals, entertainment and lodging, if reported in accordance
with the city’s travel reporting requirement in Section 12A-21,
Dallas City Code

• Annual memberships to city-owned facilities given to city
councilmembers in accordance with this gift policy

• Tickets given to city councilmembers in accordance with this gift
policy

• Ceremonial and protocol gifts received on behalf of the city and
delivered to the city manager within 30 days of receipt and
inventoried as city property
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• Honorarium reported on the councilmember’s personal financial
statement in accordance with state law

2. The annual gjdisclosure statement for the preceding calendar year
must be on a form prescribed by the City Secretary and filed with the
City Secretary no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 30. When the deadline
falls on a Saturday or Sunday, or on an official city holiday or furlough
day as established by the city council, the deadline for receipt by the
City Secretary is extended to 5:00 p.m. of the next day that is not a
Saturday, Sunday, official holiday or furlough day.

3. The annual gjjj disclosure statement must include the date(s) the
item(s) were given, the name of the donor, a description of the item(s),
the estimated value of the item(s) and indicate whether the item(s)
were given to the city councilmember or a member of the
councilmember’s immediate family.

4. A councilmember is not required to file an annual jfLdisclosure
statement if the councilmember, his or her spouse, domestic partner or
dependent children have not, within the preceding calendar year,
received any gifts, tickets, meals, travel, lodging, entertainment, or
honorarium having a value of $50 or more, or an accumulation of gifts,
tickets, meals, travel, lodging, entertainment, or honoraria from a single
source having an aggregate value of $100 or more, from a person,
other than a relative within the second degree of consanguinity or
affinity, who, the councilmember knows is interested in or is likely to
become interested in any contract, purchase, payment, claim, zoning
matter, or pecuniary transaction with the city that involves the exercise
of the councilmember’s discretion, or who is a registered lobbyist
pursuant to Article Ill-A, Chapter 12A of the Dallas City Code.

5. For purposes of this policy, immediate family means a spouse, a
domestic partner, and dependent children.
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EXHIBIT B

GIFT POLICY FOR BOARD AND COMMISSION MEMBERS

CITY REPORTING REQUIREMENTS (for gifts, tickets, meal, travel, lodging,
entertainment, or honorarium)

The reporting requirements of this section are in addition to any applicable
reporting requirements for city board and commission members pursuant to
Chapter 12A of the Dallas City Code and Chapter 176 of the Local Government
Code.

City board and commission members shall file a sworn annual gjfi
disclosure statement with the City Secretary itemizing each gift, ticket,
meal, travel, lodging, entertainment, or honorarium having a value of
$50 or more, or accumulation of gifts, tickets, meals, travel, lodging,
entertainment, or honoraria from a single source having an aggregate
value of $100 or more, received by the board or commission member
or his or her immediate family during the preceding calendar year from
a person, other than a relative within the second degree of
consanguinity or affinity, who the member knows is interested in or is
likely to become interested in any contract, purchase, payment, claim,
zoning matter, or pecuniary transaction with the city that involves the
exercise of the board or commission member’s discretion, or who is a
registered lobbyist pursuant to Article Ill-A, Chapter 12A of the Dallas
City Code.

City board and commission members do not have to report the
following in the annual gift disclosure statement:
• Ceremonial functions and other functions that board and

commission members and their family members attend in their
official capacities in accordance with this gift policy

• Tickets to fundraisers or charity events that benefit city facilities and
programs given to board and commission members and their family
members in accordance with this gift policy

• Travel, meals, entertainment and lodging, if reported in accordance
with the city’s travel reporting requirement in Section 12A-21,
Dallas City Code

• Annual memberships to city-owned facilities given to city board and
commission members in accordance with this gift policy

• Tickets given to city board and commission members in
accordance with this gift policy

• Ceremonial and protocol gifts received on behalf of the city and
delivered to the city manager within 30 days of receipt and
inventoried as city property



2. The annual gjdisclosure statement for the preceding calendar year
must be on a form prescribed by the City Secretary and filed with the
City Secretary no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 30. When the deadline
falls on a Saturday or Sunday, or on an official city holiday or furlough
day as established by the city council, the deadline for receipt by the
City Secretary is extended to 5:00 p.m. of the next day that is not a
Saturday, Sunday, official holiday or furlough day.

3. The annual gjfLdisclosure statement must include the date(s) the
item(s) were given, the name of the donor, a description of the item(s),
the estimated value of the item(s) and indicate whether the item(s)
were given to the board or commission member or a member of the
board or commission member’s immediate family.

4. A board or commission member is not required to file an annuaLgjfi
disclosure statement if the board or commission member, his or her
spouse, domestic partner or dependent children have not, within the
preceding calendar year, received any gifts, tickets, meals, travel,
lodging, entertainment, or honorarium having a value of $50 or more,
or an accumulation of gifts, tickets, meals, travel, lodging,
entertainment, or honoraria from a single source having an aggregate
value of $100 or more from a person, other than a relative within the
second degree of consanguinity or affinity, who the board and
commission member knows is interested in or is likely to become
interested in any contract, purchase, payment, claim, zoning matter, or
pecuniary transaction with the city that involves the exercise of the
board or commission member’s discretion, or who is a registered
lobbyist pursuant to Article Ill-A, Chapter 12A of the Dallas City Code.

5. For purposes of this policy, immediate family means a spouse, a
domestic partner, and dependent children.




