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ORDINANCE NO. 2 9 5 4 3
An ordinance amending Chapter 28, “Motor Vehicles and Traffic,” of the Dallas City Code by

amending Section 28 158.1; deleting the regulations prohibiting the distraction of motorists on

designated highways and reserving the section; providing a saving clause; providing a

severability clause; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS:

SECTION 1. That Article XIV, “Freeway Regulations,” of Chapter 28, “Motor Vehicles

and Traffic,” of the Dallas City Code is amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 28-158.1. RESERVED [PROHIBITINC THE DISTRACTION OF
MOTORISTS ON DESICNATED HICHWAYS].

[a In this section:

f-1- DESIGNATED HIGHWAY means any portion of the following highways
in the city:

Central Expressway.

EB- C. F. Hawn Freewnv.

Dallas North Toliway.

Interstate Highway 20.

Interstate Highway 30.

EF John W. Carpenter Freeway.

• EG Julius Schepps Freeway.

Lyndon B. Johnson Freeway.

Marvin D. Love Freeway.

President George Bush Turnpike.
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(2 the conduct was intended to summon police, fire, medical, or other
assistance or warn motorists of an immediate emergency, hazard, or danger;

the conduct was being performed by a law enforcement officer or an
employee or agent of a governmental entity in the performance of official duties;

the sign used in the conduct was attached to a vehicle travelling on the
designated highway; or

the sign used in the conduct was a directional, warning, or other official
sign authorized by city, state, or federal law.

(e Before taking any enforcement action under this section, a police officer or code
enforcement officer shall ask the apparent offender’s reason for engaging in conduct that distracts
the attention of motorists that are in a main travel lane of a designated highway. The police
officer or code enforcement officer shall not issue a citation or make an arrest under this section
unless the officer reasonably believes that an offense has occurred and that, based on any
response and other circumstances, no defense in Subsection (d) is present. Before issuing a
citation or making an arrest, the police officer or code enforcement officer shall give the person
an oral or written warning that:

E-l- requests the person to, within one minute after issuance of the warning

(A cease all conduct distracting the attention of motorists that are in a
main travel lane of a designated highway; and

completely remove from the prohibited area of the designated
highway all signs being used as part of the distracting conduct; and

(2 states that failure to comply with the warning may result in the citation or
arrest of the person and the removal by the city of any sign used to distract motorists.

If a sign is not removed in compliance with a warning issued by a police officer or
code enforcement officer under Subsection (e), the city may remove the sign and store it at a
secure location. If the sign is not claimed within 60 days after removal, it will be deemed
unclaimed or abandoned, and the city may sell, recycle, convert, or dispose of the sign in
accordance with city ordinances and policies and any applicable state or federal laws.]”

SECTION 2. That Chapter 28 of the Dallas City Code, as amended, will remain in full

force and effect, save and except as amended by this ordinance.

SECTION 3. That the terms and provisions of this ordinance are severable and are

governed by Section 1-4 of Chapter 1 of the Dallas City Code, as amended.
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SECTION 4. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its

passage and publication in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Dallas,

and it is accordingly so ordained.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

WARREN M. S. ERNST, City Attorney

By______
Assistant Cit’Attorney

Passed NOV 1 2 2014
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The legal advertisement required for the noted ordinance was published in
the Dallas Morning News, the official newspaper of the city, as required by
law, and the Dallas City Charter, Chapter XVIII, Section 7.
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