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31510ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending Chapter 28, "Motor Vehicles and Traffic ," of the Dallas City Code, by

amending Sections 28-203, 28-204, 28-205, 28-206, 28-207, 28-208, 28-209, 28-210, 28-211,

28-212, 28-213, 28-214, 28-215, 28-216, 28-217 , 28-218, and 28-219; adding Section 28-219.1;

providing definitions; providing prohibitions on spectating at a street race or reckless driving

exhibition or the preparations of either activities; providing for the abatement of nuisance

vehicles engaged in street races and reckless driving exhibitions; providing notice requirements;

providing for a response to be timely filed to oppose the abatement; providing for an

administrative nuisance abatement by the city attomey; providing for judicial nuisance

abatement proceedings; providing regulations for a joint property interest release; providing for

stipulated vehicle release agreements; providing vehicle title vesting in the city; providing

regulations for the sale of an abated vehicle by a court order at a public auction; providing

regulations on disposition of low-value vehicles; providing for regulations on the distribution of

sale proceeds; requiring a written accounting of sale proceeds; providing regulations on stolen

vehicles and innocent owner remedies; providing regulations regarding towing and storage fees;

providing an offense for aiding street racing or reckless driving exhibitions on property a person

owns, controls, or operates; providing a penalty not to exceed $500; providing a saving clause;

providing a severability clause; and providing an effective date.

Now, Therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COTINCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS:
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SECTION l. That of Article XIX, "Reserved," of Chapter 28, "Motor Vehicles and

Trafftc," of the Dallas City Code, is amended to read as follows:

..ARTICLE XIX.
SPECTATORS PROHIBITED AT T RACES AND RECKLESS DRIVING

EXHrBrrroNS IRSSERJTEDI.

Division 1. Definitions

sEcfsl. 28-203 trrrRrj#lg1. pEFINITTONS IRSSERJIEDI.

In this article:

(!) DAYS means calendar dalzs including weekends and holidavs.

Q) IATE FAMILY
consanguinity or affinity.

G) ho has a interest in or ti
in Section 541.001

(!) OFF-STREET PARKING FACILITY means anv nublic or nrivate off-street
lic for

or the for the

or parking of vehicles.

(l) PREPARATIONS for a street race or reckless driving exhibition include" but are

not limited to. anv of the followine acts v done for the Dumose of causins a street race

or reckless dri exhibition

(A) one or more motor vehicles and at a nredetermined location on a
public street. highwalz" or off-street parking facility:

(D more
hiehway:

nna nr mnrc ncrennc oqfhcred in an off-street no.ltian fo^i1if.r.

(Q) one or more persons impeding the free public use of a public street.

hishwav. or off-street oarkins facili bv acts- words- or nhvsical barriers:

(D one or more motor vehicles lined ona

(a
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(D one or more drivers revving a motor vehicle's ensine or causins the motor

vehicle's tires to spin; or

(G) a person is standing or sitting in a location to act as a race starter.

(o RECKLESS DRIVING EXHIBITION s anv exhibition of reckless drivins
as defined in Section 545.401of the T Transnortation Code^ as amended.

a b the

Motor Vehicles.

(&) SPECTATOR means any person who is present at a street race. reckless driving
exhibition. or the site of the preparations for either of these events. when such nresence is the

result of an affirmative choice for the purpose of viewing. observins. watching. betting.
gamb transmitting. or witnessing the event as it orosresses

0

p) motor vehicle race

acceleration contest, or test ofohvsical endurance ofthe operator ofa vehicle as defined in
Section 545.420 of the Texas Transportation Code. as amended.

Division 2. Spectators Prohibited at Street Races and Reckless Drivins Exhibitions

sEC.28-204. SPECTATORS PROHIBITED AT STRRET RACES ANT)
RECKLESS DRIVING EXHIBITIONS.

for an to be

spectator:

fl) at a street race conducted on a public street or hishway:

Q at a reckless driving exhibition conducted on a public street. highway. or
off-street parkins facility:

G)
street or highway; or

where preparations are being made for a street race conducted on a public

(g are b made
conducted on a public street. hishway. or in an off-street parking facility.

(b) law enforcement officers or

(4)

in the course of
reoortins on the event from beine soectators

t the location of

Amending Chapter 28 - Page 3 of 9

at a street race or reckless drivins exhibition. or



31540 ?008 5 4

sEC.28-205. PENALTY.

(a) Any person who violates any provision of this article is euilty of an offense

(b) An offense under this article is punishable by a criminal fine of not more than
$500.

(q) The culpable mental state required for the commission of an offense under this
article is sovemed by Section 1-5.1 of the code.

Division 3. Abatement of Nuisance Vehicles Ensased in Street Races or Reckless Driving
Exhibition.

sEC.28-206. DECLARATION AND ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE
VEHICLES.

A motor vehicle shall be declared a nuisance and abated subiect to this division if:

(!) the motor vehicle is used in a street race or exhibition of reckless driving;

(A the driver or passeneer is one of the followine:

!\) the reeistered owner of the vehicle at the time of the violationl

a member of the reqistered owner's immediate family at the time
of the violation; or

lives at the same address as the registered owner at the time of the
violation; and

G)

(A)

(D

used the motor vehicle in a previous incident for a street race or
reckless drivine exhibition:

exhibition that resulted in property damage or bodily injurv to another:

(C) a previous misdemeanor conviction for fleeine or attempting to
elude a police officer pursuant to Section 545.421of the Texas Transportation Code;

(D) a previous misdemeanor conviction for reckless drivine pursuant to
Section 545.40 1 of the Texas Transnortation Code: or

(D a previous misdemeanor or felony conviction for racing on
hiehway pursuant to Section 545.420 of the Texas Transportation Code.

(D

(a

the driver or passenger described in Paragraph (2) has

ln
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sEC.28-207.

31540
NOTICE OF NUISANCE ARATF],MIINT TO I,EGAI,
AND REGISTERED OWNERS AND LIENHOLDERS.

(s) In eeneral. When a street racing or reckless drivins exhibition violation occurs
a to be declared

chief of oolice shall ascertain from the Texas Denartment of Motor Vehicles the names and

addresses of all legal and reeistered owners and any lienholder of record of that vehicle.

(b) Notice of nuisance m
owners and an lienholder

record of the vehicle proposed for abatement. The notice shall be sent to the addresses obtained
from the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles.

(q) Personat servlce of
or lienholder of

this di and the notice contains
information required to be provided by this section. no further notice is required to be sent to that

sent to other current
lienholders of record of the vehicle, if any.

(5!) Contents of the notirc. The notice must contain the following:

0) Statement informins lesal and owners and anv lienholder of
vehicle that the vehicle will be

to Chaoter 28. Article XIX. Division 2 of the Dallas Citv Code. and will be sold or otherwise
disposed of pursuant to this division:

Q A description of the vehicle includine. if available. the year. make. model"
linpnca n.lofe nrrmhcr qnA .t^.i 

^1 ^ identification number

G) Instructions for filine a response opposing the nuisance and abatemqnJ

with the city attornev and the time limits for filing the response.

sEC.28-208.

(a)

ADMINISTRATIVE ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE.

If no responses opposine the nuisance abatement are filed and served within
of the of the notice

service of the notice pursuant to Section 28- (c). the citv attomev shall submit a motion for
default judgrnent for the nuisance and abatement of the vehicle by the city.

lD A copy of the motion and order of the nuisance and abatement must be provided
nn rrriffen rpnrrecf fn qnrz ncrcon informed of the
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(q) A the aba

claimant will be deemed to not have been filed.
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sEC.28-209. JUDICIAL ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE PROCEEDINGS.

(g) If a response opposing abatement is timely filed and served with the city attornev.
then the city attomey shall file a petition for nuisance and abatement with the appropriate court
within 10 days of the receipt of the response.

o) The citv attornev shall request a date and send notice to the lesal or
registered owner and anv lienholder of record.

G) The court filins fee established bv the not to exceed $50- shall be naid bv
the claimant made oavable to the citv. but shall reimbursed bv the citv if the claimant orevails.

(!) The filine of a response opposine abatement within the time limit specified in this
section is considered a iurisdictional site for initiatins a nuisance and abatement

in the civil case is a
burden of oroof that the vehicle a nursance nursuant to this chaoter bv a

evidence. Al1 uestrons
other oroceedinss must be conducted as in an ordinarv civil action. A iudsment of abatement

as a condition I
which save rise to the nuisance and caused these abatement nroceedinss to be initiated.

sEC.28-210. JOINT PROPERTY INTEREST RELEASE.

interest in the vehicle to be aba

and at the time of the violation the vehicle is the onlv vehicle available to the registered owner's
th a valid class C driver's the

be abated upon compliance with all of the following requirements:

0)
nf fhe rrehinle onrl fhe nrxrner of the oint

release
infaraof ortL-ifo 

^.^^f ^f 
fhaf infaracf.

(D The registered owner or the ioint propertv interest owner submits proof
that the vehicle is properly reeistered pursuant to the Texas Transportation Code;

G) and s and an
pursuant .155 of the Texas Administrative Code and Section 48A-43 of the
Dallas City are oaid: and

(!) The re

release of the vehicle.

sEC.28-211.

described in Section 28-2II 1n

STIPULATED VEHICLE RELEASE AGREEMENT.

(4) release must for the
sisners to the automatic future abatement and
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from the date of and must be maintained

the chief of police.

(b) No vehicle may be released pursuant to Section 28-210 if the chief of police has

vehicle release
years.

sE,C.28-212. VEHICLE TITLE VESTING IN THE CITY.

All risht. title. and interest in the vehicle sts in the citv unon commission of the act

nuisance under this di

sEC.28-213. SALE OF ABATED VEHICLE.

(4) Oraer of nuisance anA

to this division must be sold
issued by a court pursuant to Sections 28-208 or 28-209 unless the chief of police determines that

to be utilized to
reckless driving exhibitions violations or for any other law enforcement purposes.

&) Public auctioa. The citv shall offer the abated vehicle for sale at oublic auction
within 60 days of receiving title to the vehicle. Low value vehicles must be disposed of pursuant
to Section 28-214.

sEC.28-214. DISPOSITION OF LOW-VALUE VEHICLES.

determines that the

to a licensed dismantler or
be removed from any vehicle conveved to a dismantler nursuant to this section.

sEC.28-215. DISTRIBUTION OF SALE PROCEEDS.

-|-he nrnnecric nf o colc nf an abated vehicle must be rl.ic^^ sed of in the f^l1n.trin c nrinrifrr.

(!) To satisflr the towing and storage costs following impoundment. the costs
of providins notice pursuant to Section 28-207 the costs ofsale. and the costs and fees associated

with the iudicial proceedinss. if any;

{2 To the holder of any subordinate lien or encumbrance on the vehicle. other
1e to sa an

demand is received before distribution of the is comnleted. The holder of a subordinate
lien or encumbrance. if requested. shall furnish reasonable proof of its interest and. unless it does

so upon request. is not entitled to distribution: then.

(3) The
Department for the enforcement of street
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sEC.28-216. ACCOUNTING OF SALE PROCEEDS.

The person conducting the sale shall disburse the oroceeds of the sale as nrovided in
Section 28-215 and shall provide a written accounting regardine the disposition to the chief of
police and" on request. to any person entitled to a share of the proceeds or to any person validly
claiming a share of the proceeds. as determinedbythe chief of police. within 15 davs afterthe
sale is conducted.

sEC.28-217. STOLEN VEHICLES.

No vehicle may be sold pursuant to this division if the chief of police determines that the
vehicle was stolen. In this event. the vehicle may be claimed by the reqistered owner or
lienholder of record at any time after impoundment, provided the vehicle registration is current
and the registered owner has no outstanding traffic violations or parking penalties on his or her
drivine record or on the registration record of any vehicle resistered to the person. If the identity
of the legal and reeistered owners or lienholder of record of the vehicle cannot be reasonably
ascertained. the vehicle may be sold.

sEC.28-218. INNOCENT OWNER REMEDY.

Any owner of a vehicle who suffers anv loss due t Irt of any vehicle plufuad
to this division may recover the amount of the loss from the person who violated Texas
Transportation Code Sections 545.401 or 545.420. which gave rise to the nuisance under this
division.

sEC.28-219. TOWING AND STORAGE FEES.

Charges for towing and storage for any vehicle impounded pursuant to this division must
not exceed the normal towing and storaqe rates for other vehicle towing and storage conducted
by the chief of police in the normal course of business.

Division 4. Aidine Street Racine or Reckless Drivine Exhibitions.

sEC.28-219.1. AIDING STREET RACING AND RECKLESS DRIVING
EXHIBITIONS.

@) A person commits an offense if he knowingly allows street racing, reckless
driving exhibitions. or preparations for street racing or reckless driving exhibitions to occur on
the premises that the persolr owns. operates" or controls.

(b) It is a defense to prosecution under this section if the person who owns. operates.
or controls the premises within l0 days of receiving a citation pursuant to this section:

(!) submits a criminal trespass affidavit: and
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@ and measures to make the
inaccessible to the public durins non-business hours."

SECTION 2. That, unless specifically provided otherwise by this ordinance or by state

law, a person violating a provision of this ordinance is, upon conviction, punishable by a fine not

to exceed $500.

SECTION 3. That Chapter 28 of the Dallas City Code shall remain in full force and

effect, save and except as amended by this ordinance.

SECTION 4. That any act done or right vested or accrued, or any proceeding, suit, or

prosecution had or commenced in any action before the amendment or repeal of any ordinance,

or part thereof, shall not be affected or impaired by amendment or repeal of any ordinance, or

part thereof, and shall be treated as still remaining in full force and effect for all intents and

purposes as if the amended or repealed ordinance, or part thereof, had remained in force.

SECTION 5. That the terms and provisions of this ordinance are severable and are

governed by Section l-4 of Chapter I of the Dallas City Code, as amended.

SECTION 6. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage

and publication in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Dallas, and it is

accordingly so ordained

APPROVED AS TO FORM

CHRISTOPHER J. CASO, City Attorney

By

Passed MAY 2 1 2024
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION - LEGAL ADVERTISING

The legal advertisement required for the noted ordinance was published in
the Dallas Morning Newso the official newspaper of the city, as required by
law, and the Dallas City Charter, Chapter XVI[' Section 7.

DATE ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL MAY 2 7 2020

ORDINANCB NUMBER 31540

DATE PUBLISHED
MAY 8 A ?fi?tl

ATTESTED BY:

OFFICE OF CITY SECRETARY
S :\PROOF OF PUBLICATION.docx


