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PROVENANCE:

The documents related to the Kennedy Assassination were identified by the City's Records
Management Officer during a records inventory of the Dallas Police Department. The
documents, housed in a file cabinet with other historical records, were appraised as no longer
administratively needed by the Police Department, but possessing historical and permanent
value.

In 1989 the Dallas Police Department transferred the documents related to the Kennedy
Assassination to the Dallas Municipal Archives and Records Center (DMARC). The records
were available for research by appointment.

In order to make the availability of these records known, on January 27, 1992 the Dallas City
Council passed resolution 92-0438 stating that

"all files, documents, papers, films, audio, or any other evidence held by the Dallas
Police Department or any City department or agency regarding the John F. Kennedy
assassination, the murder of lee Harvey Oswald, and Jack Ruby to the public and media
immediately. That the Dallas Police Department and other city departments transfer all
John F. Kennedy assassination documents and related materials to the Dallas Municipal
Archives and Records Center for preservation and release to the public."

In response to the resolution the Dallas Police Department transferred additional records on
January 27, 1992; March 10, 1992 and March 30, 1992.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE:

The records were accessioned as collection 91-001: JFK Collection. The collection contains
11,406 documents and photographic images documenting four police cases: Murder of John F.
Kennedy, Murder of Officer J. D. Tippit, Murder of Lee Harvey Oswald, and Assault on John
Connally.

The collection contains procedural documents, witness affidavits, forms, evidence inventories,
reports by individual officers, photographs and negatives.
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COLLECTION ARRANGEMENT:

In order to preserve collection integrity the original order created by the Dallas Police
Department was retained. The original folders were replaced for preservation, by the City
Archivist, with acid-free archival folders. The original folder titles were transferred to the
archival folders. The collection contains six series:

Series 1: Records Division

Series 2: Identification Division

Series 3: Personnel

Series 4: Intelligence Division

Series 5: Additional Records received after 01/27/92
Series 6: Other related materials

Records within each series may be originals, carbon copies, or photocopies. Many of the
documents are duplicated in other series.

PRESERVATION PROJECTS:
The city archivist has implemented several preservation projects.
1. Photocopy set for research use.

Project purpose: to provide access while protecting the original documents from excess
handling. This project consisted of photocopying each document. The photocopies are
arranged in the same order as the original collection.

2. Photographic images project

Project purpose: to preserve original negatives while also providing a means to make
photographic reproductions upon request. This project consisted of the creation of new
negatives from over 700 photographic images. These images include prints, duplicate
prints, negatives and copy negatives. A comparison was made between the prints and the
negatives with the following results: a). many of the prints were cropped during
developing; b) a few negatives did not have a matching print; and c) many prints did not
have a matching negative. A copy negative was created from all Dallas Police
Department negatives, all cropped images, and prints that did not have a matching
negative. Contact prints were created from all preservation copy negatives and placed in
a photo album for research.

Records Management Division December 4, 2003
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Microfilm project

Project purpose: to preserve the collection and provide wider access through use of
microfilm, providing copy sets for the libraries and individuals for purchase. This project
consisted of microfilming each document and photograph in the order it appears in the
collection. The attached container list serves as a guide to the microfilm.

Electronic Imaging project.

Project purpose: to provide wider independent access and to create an indexing system.
This project consisted of scanning and indexing each document and photograph. The
system includes for each document: box, folder, item, main subject, document type,
organization document created by, up to five subjects, up to five authors, quality of the
document, i. e. original, photocopy, carbon copy, etc. and an abstract.

The scanned collection was maintained on a stand-alone system for onsite researcher use
from 1992 to 2000, when the data files and index were transferred to the City Secretary’s
website. Researchers may view the collection at www.dallascityhall.org/cso/index.html.

RESTRICTIONS:

1.

The City of Dallas does not have copyright for 13 negatives taken by newspaper
photographers Robert Jackson and Jack Beers of Jack Ruby shooting Lee Harvey
Oswald. It was determined that these images not be microfilmed or scanned. The City
does not provide reproductions from these images.

The collection contains a color slide of Lee Harvey Oswald. Color and black and white
copy negatives were created from this slide. Possible light damage from microfilming
and scanning prevented use of the slide in either of these projects.

The collection contains several reels of newsfilm of the shooting of Oswald made by
WFAA-TV and other local television stations. Copyright to the WFAA-TV newsfilm was
transferred to the Sixth Floor Museum, Dallas, Texas and all requests for reproduction
will be forwarded to the Museum. Requests for materials copyrighted by other television
stations will be forwarded to their administrative offices.

CREATION OF THE CONTAINER LIST

The following container listing was created from the electronic imaging project. The printed list
includes: box, folder, item, document type, first author indexed, date if known, quality of the
document, abstract, and number of pages.

The author subject index created from the electronic imaging project is a combination of the five
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subject and five author fields. This index is intended to aid researchers in identifying the
original box location of documents. This information can then be used to locate documents on
the microfilm, in the photocopy research set or in the original collection.
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INDEX TO CONTAINER LIST:

SERIES I: RECORDS DIVISION
(transferred 1989)

BOX

SA.

6.

Procedural documents: includes homicide reports, supplementary offense reports,
handwritten affidavits, and officer's reports.

Affidavits, officers reports and correspondence

Reports of Officers Duties, and other reports: includes autopsy reports, and arrest
reports

Records in Notebook, and Correspondence-Jack Ruby: includes various
documents and photocopies arranged in alphabetically by subject, and

photocopies of incoming cards and letters mailed to Jack Ruby

Photocopies affidavits and other documents: includes photocopies of city and
county affidavits and officer's reports.

Investigation of the Operational Security involving the transfer of Lee Harvey
Oswald, November 24, 1963.

Inventory of property

SERIES II: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION
(transferred 1989)

BOX
7. Photocopies of reports: Oswald/Kennedy/Ruby
8. Correspondence, photocopies of Homicide Report related to the Shooting of
Oswald includes photographs.
9. Photocopies of property removed from Oswald's residences, other photocopies
related to property and copy of the Carr report.
Records Management Division December 4, 2003
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SERIES II: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

BOX
10. Kinescope (sound film) recordings from WPAP-TV, WFAA-TV and ABC-TV -
(DMARC does not have the equipment to view these films)
11. Evidence files includes photographs of the Texas School Book Depository 411
Elm St.
SEE CONTACT PRINT ALBUM
12. Photographs of the Texas School Book Depository 411 Elm St., Tippit Shooting

and Oswald Property SEE CONTACT PRINT ALBUM

12A. Negatives - Original Vintage and Copy negatives created by the Dallas Police
Department SEE CONTACT PRINT ALBUM

13-15. Bound volumes of photocopies related to Oswald/Kennedy/Ruby. Includes Cards
and letters to Jack Ruby, photocopy of the intelligence file on Oswald, U.S.
Secret Service photocopies and other various reports from Series 1.

SERIES III: PERSONNEL, ADDITIONAL RECORDS DIVISION, AND PUBLIC
INFORMATION DIVISION
(transferred January 27, 1992)

BOX

16-17. Personnel file Officer J. D. Tippit, copies from microfilm items in Series I, and
Public Information Division correspondence concerning requests for information

SERIES IV: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
(transferred January 27, 1992)

BOX
18-19. Intelligence documents concerning Lee Harvey Oswald and Jack Ruby
Records Management Division December 4, 2003

Office of the City Secretary 8 City of Dallas, Texas



Dallas Municipal Archives
Record Group 01: JFK Collection

SERIES V: MATERIALS RECEIVED FROM DPD OUTREACH EFFORTS TO TRANSFER
ALL JFK ASSASSINATION RECORDS

BOX
20 Materials transferred after January 27, 1992

SERIES VI: OTHER RELATED RECORDS - Items in this series have not been photocopied,
microfilmed or scanned.

Death Certificates (for viewing only copies can be obtained through the Office of Vital Statistics
located on the first floor, Dallas City Hall.)

Newspapers

Oversized post card Dealey Plaza

Guide to the Texas State Library and Archives holdings

Item received from the Department of Aviation on December 1, 1994

Photocopies from City Minutes and Files from November 25-26, 1963
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