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City of Dallas Water Works, 1890 - 1993  

 

2.3 linear feet. 

 

Reports and studies, correspondence and memoranda, statistical data, maps and plans, ephemera, 

newspaper clippings, and printed materials. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Collection documents the history, development, and operations of Dallas Water Utilities (DWU), the 

self-financed City of Dallas department responsible for water collection and distribution. DWU 

serves a population of approximately 1,211,000 customers in Dallas, 862,457 in wholesale customers 

cities (treated water), and 129,993 in wholesale customer cities (untreated water) in a service area of 

approximately 699 square miles. Dallas’ surface water supply comes from five reservoirs – Lakes 

Lewisville, Grapevine, Ray Hubbard, Tawakoni, and Ray Roberts. Water purification is conducted at 

three plants, East Side, Elm Fork, and Bachman, treating around 855 million gallons a day. Water is 

distributed by means of 23 pump stations and stored in 21 storage tanks (nine elevated, twelve 

ground) and conveyed through 4,639 miles of water main. Wastewater is treated at two plants, 

Central and Southside, at 260 million gallons a day. 

 

Dallas Water Utilities began as the City of Dallas Waterworks in 1881 when the City purchased a 

privately-owned water company that had been providing Dallas with water since the 1870s. When 

Browder Springs proved an inadequate water source, The City turned to surface water sources such 

as the Trinity River and manmade lakes (Bachman [1903]; White Rock [1913]; Lakes Lewisville 

[1929]; Lake Grapevine [1952]; Lake Tawakoni [1963]; Lake Ray Hubbard [1970]; Lake Ray 

Roberts [1980]; Lake Fork [2009]; and Lake Palestine [2015]). 

 

Archivist's note: This collection comprises one of several additions and is not comprehensive. Please 

see other additions for missing portions of series. For photographs, please see the separate Collection 

Guides Number 29-B and 29-C.
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Box 1 

 

Folder  1. Report presented by the Water Commissioner concerning Chattanooga Foundry 

and Pipe Company,  May 31, 1890. 

 

 2. Chattanooga Foundry and Pipe Works, pipe orders, 1890. 

 

 3. Receipts for pipe purchases, Chattanooga Foundry for Houston Texas & Central 

Railway, April 10, 1890. 

 

 4. Letter and  receipt of note for payment, Chattanooga Foundry and Pipe Works 

June 20, 1890. 

 

 5. Annual Report of the Chairman of Water Commissioner, April 30, 1904. 

 

Box 2 

 

Folder  1. Water Supply Report by R. T. Hill, 1923.  (bound volume) 

 

 2. Water Supply Committee Report, 1920. 

 

 3. Committee of Engineers on Water Supply, April 28, 1923. 

 

 4. Water Supply Report by R. T. Hill, Part II, 1923. 

 

 5. Report of Special Committee  by W. J. Powell, recommending construction of 

White Rock Reservoir, 1909. 

 

 6. W. J. Powell file, 1922-23. 

 

 7. Additional water supply from Dallas Elm Fork, Denton Creek and Clear Creek, by 

W J. Powell, 1921. 

 

 8. Mountain Creek Reservoir, 1923. 

 

 9. Report on Dallas Water Supply, T. U. Taylor, 1921. 

 

10. Report on Dallas Water Supply, W. J. Powe11, 1921. 

 

11. Report on Investigation for an additional water supply by J. C. Nagle and R. A. 

Thompson, January 17, 1924. 

 

Box 3 - Flat Box 

 

Hill Report Charts and Mechanical Analysis, c. 1923. 
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Box 4 

 

Folder  1. Accounts Receivable in Suspense and In Profit and Loss to be abated, 1930-1938. 

 

 2. Items in Suspense to be abated 1930-1931. 

 

 3. Items in Suspense to be abated 1932-September 30, 1934. 

 

 4. Items in Suspense to be abated October 1, 1934-December 31, 1935. 

 

 5. Items in Suspense to be abated 1936. 

 

Box 5 

 

Folder  1. Design Manual for Storm Drainage Facilities, Public Works, n. d. possibly, 1964. 

 

 2. Report on Project Management for Dallas Water Utilities, 1979. 

 

 3. Dallas Water Utilities Water Treatment Study for Dallas, 1982. 

 

Box 6 

 

Folder  1. Brochures, flyers, etc. 

 

 2. Bachman Water Treatment Plant, 1988. 

  

 3. "Bench Marks" - Survey and Mapping, 1985. 

 

 4. Wildflowers Planting Guide 

 

 5. News & Views, four issues July 1987 - June 1988. 

 

 

Folder  6. News & Views, three issues December 1991 - February 1992. 

 

 7. Natural Beautification - A guide to native, adopted and drought tolerant plants. 

 

8. Dallas Water Utilities, Annual Report 1987. 
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Box 7 

 

Folder  1. Clean Water, c. 1985-1986. 

 

 2. Central Wastewater Treatment Plant and Adjoining Areas - Flood Protection 

Study, June 1991. 

 

 3. Water Purification Division Annual Report, 1981-1982. 

 

 4. Dallas Water Utilities Annual Report, 1984. 

 

 5. Dallas Water Utilities Annual Report, 1985. 

 

 6. Research Program Annual Report, 1985. 

 

 7. Dallas Water Utilities Annual Report, 1986. 

 

 8. Dallas Water Utilities Annual Report, 1986. 

 

 9. Dallas Water Utilities Annual Report, 1987. 

 

10. Dallas Water Utilities Annual Report, 1988. 

 

11. Dallas Water Utilities Annual Report, 1993. 


