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Scope and Content Note: 

 

Collection documents policies and policy study within the City of Dallas Department of Aviation in 

1979 and 1986. The City of Dallas operates two airports, Love Field and Dallas Executive Airport, 

formerly known as Red Bird Airport, and one heliport, located at the Dallas Convention Center. 

 

Love Field was developed by private business entities and the first flights began in January, 1917. On 

October 19, 1917, Love Field was leased to the United States Army as an air training base. After 

World War I the airfield was again used for commercial business and in 1927 the City purchased 167 

acres of the field. In 1927 passenger service was begun. The airport presently consists of 1,300 acres 

of land. Love became an Army field again in 1942 and served during World War II as headquarters 

for the United States Air Transport Command. The facilities were greatly expanded in 1948, 1952, 

and 1955, and by 1964 Love Field was the largest air terminal in the Southwest. Due to the 

establishment of Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport in 1974 and the subsequent Wright 

Amendment, passenger service was limited to Southwest Airlines and small charter services up to 

2007, when restrictions were relaxed. 

 

Dallas Executive Airport (Redbird Airport) was created from 1,026 acres purchased by the City of 

Dallas in 1944 (now 1,046 acres) and serves general aviation needs in southwest Dallas, including 

leased City-owned property for aviation commercial and/or industrial purposes. 

 

The Dallas Heliport began as a leased venture in 1976 and now is operated by the City. 

 

The collection consists of two items, a public property policy document issued in 1979, and a fees 

and rental charges study made for Dallas Love Field and Redbird Airport in 1986. 
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Box 1 

 

 

Folder 1. Department of Aviation, Statement of Management Policies for Public Property, 

1979 

  

 2. Department of Aviation Rates, Fees and Rental Charges Study for Dallas Love 

Field and Redbird Airport, Deloitte, Haskins and Sells, 1986 

 


